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Introduction 


by FRANK MOORE CROSS 


Almost a quarter of a century has passed since the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 
the Wilderness of Judah. Meanwhile, with the discovery of ten additional caves in the 
vicinity of Khirbet Qumran, as well as the discovery of other manuscripts or papyri in 
the caves of the Wadi Murabba'at, the Nahal $e’elim (Wadi Seiyal), and Nahal Hever 
(Wadi Khabra), in the excavations of the ancient fortress of Masada, and in the cave of the 
Wadi Daliyeh, the “Dead Sea Scrolls” have become the Scrolls from Qumran, Cave I. 

The first manuscripts to be given full publication were the great Isaiah Scroll (iQIs a ), 
the Pesher to Habakkuk (iQpHab), and the Rule of the Community (1QS). 1 They were 
edited for the Trustees of the American Schools of Oriental Research by Millar Burrows, 
John C. Trever, and William H. Brownlee under the title The Dead Sea Scrolls of St. Mark’s 
Monastery. I. The Isaiah Scroll and the Habakkuk Commentary (New Haven, 1950), and 11:2. 
Plates and Transcription of the Manual of Discipline (New Haven, 1951). The first fascicle of 
Volume II never appeared. The portion of the scrolls of Cave I which came into the hands 
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem were published by the late E. L. Sukenik and 
N. Avigad, ’Osar ham-megillot hag-genuzot (Jerusalem, 1954); in English The Dead Sea 
Scrolls of the Hebrew University (Jerusalem, 1955). Two additional volumes of Cave I 
materials were to appear: Discoveries in the Judaean Desert I. Qumran Cave I by D. Bar- 
thelemy and J. T. Milik (Oxford, 1955), and A Genesis Apocryphon edited by N. Avigad 
and Y. Yadin (Jerusalem, 1956). 2 


1. We follow here the standard sigla established in the series Discoveries in the Judaean Desert 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1955-). 

2. The full publication of the Genesis Apocryphon is still awaited; substantial parts were in a 
very poor state of preservation owing in part to traces of metal in the ink which in time destroyed 
parts of the leather. A number of manuscripts from other caves exhibited similar features. Photo¬ 
graphs of iQDan 2 , iQDan b , iQNoah Fragment 2 [ 1Q19 bis ], iQPrayers Fragments 2-3 [ 1Q34 b,s ], 
published by John C. Trever, “Completion of the Publication of Some Fragments from Qumran 
Cave I,” Revue de Qumrdn , 19 (1965), pp. 323-336; Pis. I—VII, supplied missing photographs in the 
Barthelemy-Milik volume. 



M 


SCROLLS FROM QUMRAN CAVE I 


Twenty years have passed since the first printing of two thousand copies of The Dead 
Sea Scrolls of St. Mark's Monastery. That so few were printed is hard to believe today in 
view of the subsequent popularity of the scrolls in the scholarly and student community. 
Unhappily, the later printing made by a photo-offset process was poor in comparison. 
Faced with the necessity of preparing a new edition of the volume, the Dead Sea Scroll 
Committee of the American Schools of Oriental Research has chosen to change its character 
radically in title, in format, and in content. Nevertheless, the volume here presented is in 
effect the second edition of The Dead Sea Scrolls of St. Mark's Monastery. Professor Burrows 
has elected not to edit this new edition.We remember with gratitude, however, his labors, 
and those of William H. Brownlee, in editing with promptness the original American 
Schools’ publication. 

We publish here for the first time color photographs of the three scrolls made shortly 
after the scrolls first came into the hands of the scholars residing at the American Schools 
in 1947-48. 3 Most fortunately, John C. Trever, the enthusiastic young Fellow ofthc Schools 
that year, was sufficiently knowledgeable in Jewish palaeography to glimpse the importance 
of the scrolls and at the same time was a photographer of professional competence. His 
color photographs are of scientific value, revealing details of a scroll and its ancient script 
not apparent in black and white reproduction. Equally important, his photographs taken 
nearly twenty-five years ago preserve the appearance of the scrolls at the time of their 
optimal condition. In the intervening period, there has been a marked darkening and 
deterioration of the leather of the precious documents. Discoloration and decomposition 
are inevitable so long as and whenever the leather is exposed to light and to the oxygen ol 
the atmosphere; and this is not to mention the changes of temperature and humidity to 
which the scrolls were vulnerable in the first years after their discovery. The three scrolls 
published here together with the Genesis Apocryphon and some fragments of other works 
were brought to the United States in 1949 from St. Mark’s Monastery in the Old City of 
Jerusalem by Athanasius Yeshue Samuel, the Syrian Orthodox (Assyrian) Metropolitan. 
In 1954 they were purchased by Yigael Yadin with the help of the late Samuel Gottesman 
for the State of Israel and were united with the other group of Cave I scrolls which had 
been acquired in 1947 by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A special museum, the 
Shrine of the Book ( hekal has-seper ), built by the Gottesman family for their special care, 
protection, and exhibit, was dedicated on April 21, 1965. Special research to discover the 
best means to prevent the further decay of the scrolls of Qumran continues to be conducted, 
and it is hoped that all of the Qumran manuscripts can be better protected in the future. 4 


3. In the present student edition of the scrolls, the expensive color plates have been omitted. 
The full color edition is distributed in the United States by the Publication Office of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, 126 Inman Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139, in Israel by the 
Shrine of the Book, Jerusalem. 

4. The fragmentary manuscripts of Cave IV, of the Minor Caves of Qumran (II, III, V-X), and 
of Cave XI, for the most part housed in the Palestine Archaeological Museum, also exhibit similar 
or worse deterioration over the years. Aside from the Cave XI scrolls, most were in a more advanced 
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In any case, the photographs in color, as w ell as black and white photographs, taken in 1948 
are unique, and, as we have come to recognize, required publication by the American 
Schools it we were to discharge our responsibilities. Thus they are presented here. We are 
disappointed only that expense has forbidden the use of the collotype process for the black 
and white reproductions. 

We have omitted the transcriptions of the scrolls. With the increase in knowledge of the 
Jewish scripts of the Hellenistic and early Roman ages, the scholar will not use transcrip¬ 
tions and the student should not. On difficult or debatable readings there is now an extensive 
literature. The student is directed to the standard bibliographies: Chr. Burchard, Biblio¬ 
graphic zu den Handschriften von Toten Mecr , I [BZAW 76 (Berlin, 1957- 2 1959) ]; II [BZA W 
89 (Berlin, 1965)]; the continuing bibliography of the Revue de Qumran (Paris); and the 
yearly Elenchus hibliographicus biblicus edited by P. Nober (Rome) ; 5 and M. Yizhar, 
Bibliography of Hebrew Publications on the Dead Sea Scrolls 1948-1964 [Harvard Theological 
Studies , 23 (Cambridge, 1967)]. Vocalized texts of the Order of the Community and the 
Pesher to Habakkuk have been published by A. M. Habermann, Megillot Midbar Yehuda. 
The Scrolls from the Judean Desert (Jerusalem, 1959), and E. Lohse, Die Texte aus Qumran. 
Hebraisch und deutsch (Munich and Darmstadt, 1964). 6 

The Isaiah Scroll (iQIs a ) in its fifty-four columns preserves the full text of the biblical 
book of Isaiah (save for a very few, small lacunae). It is composed of seventeen sheets of 
sheepskin averaging 26.2 cm. (io| in.) in height and varying in length, and sewn together 
with linen thread. The scroll is 7.34 m. (24 ft. ^ in.) in length. It is written in a characteristic, 
Hasmonaean formal hand to be dated ca . 125-100 B.c. 7 Its text has been described as 
“ Proto-Massoretic,” that is, belonging generally to the type from which our received text 
was derived. Properly we should term the text Old Palestinian, marked by a baroque 
orthography developed in the Maccabacan Revival (later largely displaced), and charac¬ 
teristically expansionistic and conflate, traits shared with the traditional text and to some 
degree with the Old Greek. 8 


state of decay when dug up, and attempts to clean and to piece together (in the early days with 
cellophane cape, unfortunately) have taken special toll. 

5. Before Vol. 49, 1968, the Elenchus was published in the journal Biblica. 

6 . The most thorough treatments of the Order of the Community include P. Wemberg-Moller, 
The Manual of Discipline [Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah , 1 (Leiden, 1957)]; and J. Licht, 
The Rule Scroll. A Scroll from the Wilderness of Judaea. iQS, iQSa, iQSb (Jerusalem, 1965). The 
weightiest treatment of the Pesher to Habakkuk remains that of K. Elligcr, Studien zum Habakuk- 
Kommentar vom Toten Meer [Beitrage zur historischen Theologie, 15 (Tubingen, 1953)]. 

7. See the writer’s discussion of the development ofthe formal Jewish hand in “The Development 
of the Jewish Scripts,” The Bible and the Ancient Near East , ed. G. Ernest Wright (New York, 1961), 
pp. 133-202, esp. pp. 166-173, an d Fig. 2, line 2 (the script of 4QDt c , the ‘‘type script 
temporary with iQIs a ). 

8. See the writer’s address delivered on the occasion of the dedication of the Shrine of the Book, 
“The Contribution ofthe Qumran Discoveries to the Study ofthe Biblical Texts,” Israel Exploration 
Journal , 16 (1966), pp. 81-95, and the literature cited in n. 2 (p. 82). 


con 
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In addition to corrections in the hand of the original scribe, which are 
there are correctors of various dates, in the Hasmonaean semiformal script penned by the 
same scribe who copied iQS, 4QSam c , 4Q Testimoma (ca. 100-75 b.c.); 

Herodian hand (ca. 30-1 B.C .); 10 and in a late Hasmonaean hand (ca. 50-25 b.c.). 

The Order of the Community (iQS[erek hay-yahad]) consisted originally of eleven 
columns of text on five sheets of leather averaging 24.1 cm. (9^ in.) high, varying in length, 
and making an overall length of 1.86 m. (6 ft, 1^ in.), the columns published here, and, in 
addition, two columns labeled iQSa, and five fragmentary columns of iQSb, published 
in Discoveries in the Judaean Desert , I, Pis. 23-29. 12 The work, now known in more than one 
edition from manuscripts of Cave IV, was inscribed on fine white leather regularly chosen 
by this scribe for his copies of manuscripts. As we have seen, it belongs to a special semi- 
formal tradition of the Jewish script, a Hasmonaean exemplar of this style from about 
100-75 b.c. The scribe copied his text from a damaged manuscript to judge by his occasional 
omission of words, leaving blanks in their stead. 13 He has also corrected his own manuscript 
extensively. The Order of the Community and its adjuncts is perhaps the most important 
sectarian work found at Qumran. Its review of the history of the sect (the Essenes) utilizing 
the technique of apocalyptic interpretation of Scripture, its instruction in doctrine in Cols. 
Ill—TV especially, its laws and halakic lore by which the community lived, and the protocols 
of its sacral banquet tell us much about the apocalyptic Weltbild of this separatist Jewish 
community and its refraction in their daily life. 

The Pesher or Commentary to Habakkuk is poorly preserved. The lower edge of all of 
its thirteen columns is lost owing to extensive decay, and sizable portions of the beginning 
of the scroll are missing. The main piece was composed of two sheets of a coarse, dark 
leather 1.419 m. (4 ft. 7f in.) long and 13.7 cm. (5^ in.) high at its widest point. An additional 
fragment, 10.3 x 13.9 cm. (4yg x 5^ in.), was separated from the beginning of the scroll. 
The manuscript is written in an Early Herodian hand (ca. 30-1 b.c.), affecting the Palaeo- 
Hebrew script in a degenerate form when writing the Tetragrammaton. The work belongs 
to a fairly extensive group of pesarim from Qumran. 14 As a group, these commentaries 


not infrequent. 


9 : 


Early 


in an 


11 


9. This scribe was one of the most energetic at Qumran. His corrections are found at Col. 
XXVIII.2$(?), XXXIII.7 (and left margin), XLIV.15, 16 (one letter, tatv). On his script style, see 
“The Development of the Jewish Scripts,” p. 198, n. 116. 

10. Cf. Col. XXVIII.i9f. 

11. Cf. Col. XXXII.14 (and left margin) and Col. XXXIII.14-16, 19. 

12. Cf. the discussion ofj. T. Milik in the same volume, pp. i07f. and n8ff. The title of the 

work, written on the outside, and in later hand of a different tradition, reads: [srjk hyhd wmn [ ]. 

The attempt of Y. Yadin to read the title in the script of the document itself has led him to an 
erroneous conclusion ( IEJ , 6 [1956], p. 159). 

13. For example, see Col. X.4 (w’wt n [vacat] lmpth)\ iQSa 1 .27 (mbn Vfvacat] kud to be filled 

out mbn 'J[rh *d] kwl); and 1.12 (wbmlw' bw [vacat] wbn). 

14. The commentaries from Cave IV have been published in Discoveries in the Judaean Desert , 
V: Qumran Cave 4. I (4Q158-4Q186), by John M. Allegro (Oxford, 1968); this volume has in 
effect been revised and expanded by the study ofj. Strugnell, “Notes en marge du Volume V des 
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were written late, but contain traditional materials of the community’s common apocalyptic 
exegesis of prophetic works (or of what the community conceived as being prophetic, 
including Psalms and Odes). 

The exegetical lore, bearing elements coming from many periods of the sect’s life, 
evidently was transmitted orally until finally precipitated into writing, under lemmata from 
a biblical scroll. Such a setting can be reconstructed thanks to (i) the disagreements between 
lemmata and interpretation ( peser ), (2) the homogeneity of biblical interpretation at Qumran 
especially in instances of bizarre or wholly arbitrary applications to their sect or times, 
(3) the reference to various persons and events of several periods indicating the cumulative 
character of the materials, and (4) the existence of single copies only of the commentaries, 
as over against multiple copies of works belonging to other categories of literature, suggest¬ 
ing that many if not all of the pesartm are autographs. 


‘Discoveries in the Judaean Desert of Jordan’,” 

J. A. Fitzmyer, “A Bibliographical Aid to the Study of the Qumran Cave IV Texts 158-186, 
Catholic Biblical Quarterly , 31 (1969), pp. 59-71. 


Revue de Qumran , 26 (1970), pp. 163-276; see also 
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